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A Steamer Experience Party.
The description of this novel party
will be in time to assist many of you

who want to give welecomes home
to many of your frienda who have
fared abroad this summer. Ocean
travel and trips on the great lakos
clear through to Buffalo have been
very popular, as there have been
some palatial steamers put on this
year which have glven voyagers a
sense of security on our treacherous
inland sens.

With all this in mind the hostess
neked elght friends, every one of
whom had taken a “steamer” vaca
tion. Two of them having made the
old-fashioned “befo’ de war” trip from
St. Louis to New Orleans on “the
river” 'The guests were asked to
give only fifteen-minute descriptions
of what was to them the most Inter-
esting or exciting part of their trip,
and thus you see two hours of the
afternoon “from three to six” was
beautifully filled. While one person
“talked,” the others bhad their needle-
work.

The affair was held on the porch
and there were as many steamer
chairs as the hostess could borrow,
After all had arrlved, the twelve-year-
old boy of the household dressed as
a ghip's steward, served hot beef tea
and “pllot biscuit,” and during the
afternoon the time was sounded by
bells. Pooks of travel, gulde books
and lterature so abundantly furnlsh-
ed by steamship lines was scattered
about, and there were many souvenir
postals with a desk equipped for
writing should anyone wish to send
a last message back by the pilot, who
came In dressed as a =ailor (a dear
lHttle chap in middy suit with “First
Fllot” on his capband).

After each oneé had had her turn
with no Interruptions of mal de maer,
delicious refreshments were served,
and everyone agreed that it had been
a most delightful afternoon, as it had
given good friends the opportunity
of meeting and hearing each other's
experiences just when they waere
fresh In the mind, and all were so
enthusiastic. Lista of books to read
were exchanged and plans begun for
“next” year's vacation and the next
“steamer experlence” party, which
was voted should be an annual affair.

A Corn Roast.

Our amusements are greatly gov-
erned by the season of the year, and
right now the popular thing 15 a
“corn roast.” Of course they are not
new, but there is something decided-
ly alluring in a moonlight night, a
big bonfire, just the right crowd, and
plenty of nlce, sweet roasting ears,
not forgetting sweet potatoes, bacon,
coffee and the delicious sandwiches
the girls know how to make.

Even the effete east is having corn
ronsls with the smartest of the smart
set as host and hostess. Motor cars
are often discarded and hayracks
with four horses call for the guesta.
If a colored man who knows “just
how" s avallable, he may be called
upon to superintend the broiling of
the bacon, roasting the potatoes, corn,
and making the coffee; If not, the
men of the party will be found quite
capable. Banjos, guitars and the
cushions from the wagon add to the
enjoyment after the repast, then the
affair usually winds up with an in-
formal dance at the home of the host-
ess, These are delightfully informal
affairs. Here I8 a list of sandwiches
that the giris tell me are especially
niee for such occaslons. 1 ecannot
give the rules, but I am sure ycu all
will know how to go about making

should be wrapped separately in wax
ed paper:
Stuffed olive and egg sandwlch
Olive and English walnut sandwich.
Plmento cheese sandwich., The pl
menta cheese comes In jars alresdy
propared for uso. '
Sardine sandwich, made with may-
onnaise dressing
Minced ham and chicken sandwich,
Take a goodly supply of paper nap-

| kine and drinking cups.

A Peach Luncheon,
A peach luncheon will be reason:

[ able as long a8 peaches are ripe and

the weather favorable, for the Invita
tions say “luncheon served on the
lnwn."  But the hostess has provided
the decorations of the house so as to
glve an ontdoor effect as much as
posgible ghould the day prove incle
ment. If the day Is fine a round table
spread with white Is to set undor a
eanopy made of awning material, sup
ported at the four corners by stakes
driven firmly inte the ground. Rows
of Chinese lanterns will decorate this
outdoor dining room. The table cen-
terplaca Is to be a pink enameled
basket laden with peaches, leaves
and vines. For place cards there
will be cardboard peaches done In
water color with a green leaf or two.
Here Ia the menu, which is unusually
dainty:

Tomato and caviar canapes, ‘jellied
veal or tongue with potato croquettes,
olives, shrimp in asple with a mayon-

nulse dressing, cheese wnfers. A de-
liclous peach omelet comes next
served with brandied peaches, The

dessert Is to be peach fce cream in
shape of the real fruit, the lenves be-
ing made of pistachlo lce cream.
They will be placed on plates cov-
ered with real peach leaves. If desir
ed tiny lguor glasses may be filled
with peach brandy. The hostess Is to
wear a pink gown with a stock and
belt of yellow. This ls a very good
combination providing just the right
shades are selected.

A Bonnet Party,

Now do not say that bonnet parties
are old, until you hear about this one,
which was given for twenty children.
When all had arrived the hostess
passed three sheots of colored tissue
paper, some squares of crepe paper of
gay color, and two fancy paper nap-
king to each child. On a center ta-
ble she puts pins, sclssors, tubes of
paste and Httle towels and a bowl of
water for wiping the paste off of fin-
ger-tips. She gald a half-hour would
be allowed for making any kind of a
hat, eap or bonnet, the maker to don
the headgear and when time was call-

ed they were to form in line and pass

before the judges, who would award
the prizes,

Such a busy timé as those children
had; they were really most clever,
too, In building their hats. The old-
est guest was eleven and-the voung-
est eight and some of the work was
excellent, Thke prizes were doll band
boxes containing lovely hats for dolly

and the ice crenm was served in the i

dearest straw hats (doll size) lined
with waxed paper. The children en-
Joyed the novelty and each one went
home with her creation en her head.
It is needless to say that there wera
no boys at this party. The young
hostess declared that boys from nine
to twelve were “no fun.” 1 do not

know what our boy friends will say |

to this; perhaps some of them will
mend their ways a bit, 8o as not to
be left out of parties.

MME MERRIL.

Smart Blouses.

The satin blouse is still very smart,
especially In white, and buttoned In
the front with large bell shaped but-
tons In satin or ivory, and either very
apparant buttonholes or elgse thick
satin loops. A little embroidered
pocket breaks the gimplicity of the
corgage op one side, and the little
silk handkerchief placed there gives
a pretty touch of color,

Lace and embroldered blouses will
be alwaye pretty. Fine allover Valen-
clennes lace, which does not crush
and which gives such filmy effocts,
makes exqulsite blouses, mingled with
Irieh lace, dotted net, ate. A narrow
satin collar makes a pretty finish,
A deélightful chemisette of India lawn
was seen In one of the blg lingerie
houses. It was embroldered with dots

them just from the pames. They |in high rellef, after the faushion.
Pretty Designs to Be Embroidered
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Every bride-to-be likes to have her underwear marked distinctively.

These little viclet and bowknot wreaths can easily be

traced over the

newspaper with a sharp Implement after Impression paper has been placed

between the newspaper and the fabric,

NOTES FROM
MEADOWBROOK
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Fead your soll
Always use a pure-bred ram,

Shecp are beneflicial to the land.
Never allow the milk to sour in the
swill barrel.

Purchase a separator,

Butter must be kept cool,

Mulehing potatoes is excellent

Change the sheep pasture ofton

A dog which worries stock ls deas
as a glft

Powdered charcoal mixed with soft
feed alde digestion

Be sure the salt box In the sheep
quarters s kept filled

The foorless coop on draMmed ground
is the only kind for this season,

Cournge based upon knowledge Is
the farmer's most valuable asset

Confidence and contentment are two
Important factors in poultry culture.

The first calf should be dropped
when the helfer is about two years
old

Give the colts attention. [t will

not do to neglect them.

For the fence-flylng habit, trim one
widg. It Is a painless cure,

('h'llhlh'lﬂ should be dane on time
Hetter put off something’ elee

If you want to keep eggs for an}
length of time turn them over erery
day.

Firast grow bone and muscle, then
put the fat on. Corms is splendid for
fattening.

A feed of something while milking
will often make a stubbosn cow let
down her milk.

-

The working hours of the poultry-
man extend from =arly tll late; there
are no holidays,

The Babcock test for & cow's pro-
duction g often sn amcld test of her
owner's gumption.

Try ralging e farm
stead of buying them.
and profitabla way.

horses in-

Don't expact every chlek hatehed
from thoss high-priced eggs you bought
L= be prize-winners.

The ehilled or wet chick gets a sel-
back from which It will not soon re
cover-—sometimes never,

With pastures burned up the man
rith silage left over from last winter
Is now finding good use for It

Even In rush time it pays to take
a half day off avery weak to keep the
machinery In good working order,

Chicks that have been drowned In
water tanks that someone forgot 1o
rmpty would make a good-sizged flock

Old pastures are sure to have inter-

nal parasites and this I8 one reason |

It Is the safe

Generally the more condensed and
finished the producte the more the
profit.

If vermin: bother the setting hen,
try a few moth balls In the nesting
| material. '

An even and proper temperature of
the eream gives texture and solldity
to the butter

Poultry llkes fresh straw now and
then just as well as the cow likea to
be well bedded,

Dalrying does not bring its best re-
turns until 1t ¢ made a business in-
etead of a chore,

An abundance of sunlight I8 a great
help in keeping poultry houses ciean
#nd fowls healthy,

The ambitlon te become rich and
own vast acres has Eept many men
poor all their lives,

- A good way to tell ripe melons s by
‘Hm fragrant odor. ‘They also part
easily from the stem.

Taking care of the tools and Imple-
| ments I8 one of the best modes of
economiging on the farm.

Success llea not in the numbar of
If‘nws a man keeps, but rather jn the
| kind of cow that he keeps,

Money and position without happl-
ness are like a table loaded with good
things and no appetite to eat.

Keep a good amount of absorbents
in the vards where plgs are kept and
have a dry, clean place to feed In.

Furnigh salt regularly for all of the
| anlmals and see thera Is always plen-
|t_v of clean, good water for them.
| —
|  Drop everything to help a horge or
(& cow that is in trouble, po matter
whether It I8 your own or your neigh-

why frequent changes should lm!b“f'l‘

made, |

The sooner the calf can be grown
up to cow or steer size the more
profit there s in the business of rais-
Ing cattle,

The better way to ralgse chicks s to
xeep them in a yard enclosed with
poultry netting until they are well
feathered out,

Guinea fowls are the most persls.
tent bug eaters of all the pouliry tribe
And they nre good eating too—the
gulneas

Many tlnmg sleel or other metnl
covers get small lenk holes, which
might be repalred and the roof last
Beveral years vet,

bae n

The horse that long stride

Save the soll moisture by working | has a lown down knee and he moves

early in the spring and keep this ldea
f saving the molsture clearly before
you all the time. |

The feed for maintenance may 1m|

the saume for a cow that returns 500
pounds of butter fat per year as for
one that returns 100 pounds.
Hens will eat a great quantity nl’|
coal cinders, and they are very good
for them. Try putting a load In the
chicken yard and watch the result

Throw the milk strainer in the
scrap heap., The cloth stralner over
the pall s the only thing. Dirt kept

out will not have to be stralned out, |
|

Where the cows run In rough brush |
and pasture there will be cuts and |
scratches on udder and teats. Keep a |
bottle of wvasellne handy at
time.

Keep clogse watch of the potntoes
No not aliow the bugs to get settled
In thelr destructive work, but prevent
it by spraying in season or other
methods

The breed (sn't all and the
fan't all el sure yon are on
right track with hoth and there
he no disappointment in  the
business for you |
The planting of a few shrubs ml|
spirea, Hlac, mock orange,
or cranberry about the edges of the
lawn or In groups, often adds to the
value of the homestead -

natural and disense un
the fight between the
will usunlly come out vie-
torlous if we give her a little
ouragement In the way of humnane
irentment and sanitary surroundings

Health s
nntural. In
Iwo nature

The Amerlcan Plgeon Keeper navs:
Though have handled hur
of birde we find It Impossible to dis.
tingulgh the sexer excoapt when ahout
three waeska 0ld: then the female s
gepnerally emaller. und the lege and
feet of the male bird are larger than
thase of the female

we

milking |

highbush |

®n- |

drads |

with more ease and rapidity than the
one with a high knes

Some one man in the nelghborhood
could make a business of spraying
and secure enongh work to keep him
busy a large part of the yvear

—

When milk sours befor~ all the
cream has had a chanee to rise, not
only will the butter be poor In quality
but some of the eream will ba lost

The woman who sorls oggs and
grades and packs them carefully for
market Is alwaye well pald for her
work in  the Increased priee  they
bring

The small furm pays better in pro
portion to its size than the large farm,
because of {ts compactness, less fone-
ing and drainage and more economy
of labor.
aleewhare. 1t
pays a profit
make a good
of keeplng A

Among the
{8 large production that
and it 18 & mistake to
production pay the cosl
| bad one
|
fevind |
the
will
dalry

COWR AN

The feundation of aull poultry farms
In egeg productions There 0 too
much risk in buying eges from hatch
ing hrollers. Such brollers as a rmle
are all sorts and slzes

Some farmers are so busy listening
for a horse tradlpg opportunity to
knock at thelr front gate that they
can not hear the rooeter crow about
n bigger one in the back yard

The milk praoducing function Is to a
| large extent under the control of the
nervous system Any Influence that
digturbs the qulet or normal condis
tlon of the animal will have its ef
fect npon the quality of the milk

Oversexercise toughens the Nesh of
even a voung fowl. A goad breast |s
Half the race for a valuable table bird
A hen bagring down behind isn very
unattractive as & carcass. The attempt
to properly fatten poutiry while on
a free range, 18 to throw away time,
| money and good enting

e ————————,

MAKING GOOD START IN HOG BUSINESS

First Prize Yorkshire Sow.

The hog s more an Individual than
A machine, more perhaps than the
average farmer who raises hoge slm-
ply because they seem to be one of
the farm's many equipments, roalizos.
Hogs can be, with common BENNKE |
ntiention to its enviranment, feod and
other necessary usttentions, produced
and marketed as qulekly as a crop
of grain, and added to this the fact
that 0 graln crop makes an Income
only once a year and thero Is no rea
son why hogs cannot bring In money
trice In the year, and nll the more
should a hog's necds and individual
tante be catered to
A pure bred boar costing $26 to
860 and & small herd of grade sows
are all that ls reguired for a very
decont start in the hog business, but
to get out with profit an abundance
of feed that the hogs can harvest
should be provided before the hogs
are bought or bred
In the selection of the male hog
it should be borne In mind that he
wil be apt to stamp his outward form
and appesnrance on the offspring
The internnl atructure sand all the
result of its action will be determined
for the most part by the female par-

ent, This ls not only theory, but a
woell'known law of breeding
Therefore, success in hog reining

depends largely on the selectlon and
trentment of the male. It matters leas
how good the sows may be than s
Imagined unleas oareful selection In
the males isn looked to.

The bour should be of fine external
form for this |8 the result of a superior
fnternal organism. Width between the
lore legs and large heart girth just
behind them denotes a large, active
heart and lungs, the very foundation
of any animul.

Stralght, strong, c¢lean limbs, with
hoofs erect, denote a good, golld frame
work. Smooth, mellow skin coverad
with soft, silky hair denotes the
healthy liver and an uabsence of In-
ternal fever.

TIMELY NOTES OF
THE POULTRY YARD

Caponizing Should Be Done in
Fall, So Birds Will Secure
Highest Prices.

(By C. 8. MILLER)

This {8 the best time for caponig-
Ing, for the reason that the cookerpls
are the right age and welght, and will
arrive In market durlng January, Feb:
uary and March, when the demabd s |
grentest and prices are highest,

The drone hen Lus po more use in
the poultry yard than the robber cow
has in the dairy herd. Cut them both |
out and save feed l

The only way to dotect the robber
cow Is by the Babceock test, and to
gpot the drone hen is by the l.rn.pl
nest. |

Fowls thal ure dry-pleked present a |
much better appearance thun lhuml
that are scalded. |

Do not decelve youarself with tlm'
bellel that you can successfully ralmal
poultry without admitting plenty of

gunshine to the poultry yard and the
houses !

Every poultry yard should be so
constructed that it ean b muvwll
without much diMenlty, This s |
often neécessary

when a  disease
strikes the flock. !
While grass 1s pecessury to a fowl's |
proper condition, It {8 not falr to ex-|
pect & hen to Hve on grass alone.
Geose will make n pretty falr liv-
ing If they have plenty of grass, al
though & handful of graln every day.
even during the summer months, will
do them all the more good
Fowls do not thrive
winter unless thay have
feed. The oatural food of dowestio |
fowls Is that which they plek up on
range, and If suddenly deprived of It
both ns to green vegeluble matter,
and mest Jo the form of bhugs and
worms, the evil ¢fect s guickly seen
Stagnant water will make young
chicks 11l about as quickly as any
other bad thing that may be intro-
duced Into their systems.
Spade up a part of

during the
some green

the poultry

yard and sow It to some qulck grow-|

ing legume, confining the fowls In
the part; when the crop |s
well started, changa the fowle over to
It and plow up the other side, Do |t
now

olther

Excellent for Table,

With & strawberry bed, a few berry
bushes, and some plom and apple
troes the table can be constantly sup
plied with a varlety of desserts casily
and quickly prepared

|Lhrnugh it mbout four apurt.

A *hort concave face and silightly’
dropping car are the sure signs of
an ensy keoper and of the quinst dis-
position. Sueh are gome of the feat-
urea that should bo demanded In the
male hog, not for appearance but be-
cause they indicate qualities of real
value, :

It s important, of course, that tha
male hog should be chosen with refs
erence (o the females with which
he Is to be mated. It s always of
interest to note the faults of the dam
which may be corrected, or at any
rate, modified, in the offspring withy
eareful sclection of the sire.

If she Is sharp-backed and slnb-
slded he should be broad on the back
with wellsprung ribs. If she Is long
nosed and conrse about the head he
should have a short, concave face
with a fine ear and a heavy Jowl

It she s too coarse, too laxy, Loo
active, too anything, in fact, the op-
posite charncteristic should be promi-
nent In the male with which she w
to be mated.

It s sometimes desired to make w
direct cross between two breeds In
thig case the male should be selected
from the smallor of the two. Where
It I8 not desired to cross breed It in
bost to have the male somewhat
smaller and more compact than the
female with which he I8 to be mated.

The male chosen to fill the reapons)-
ble position of head of the herd
ghould not only be a good Individual
animal, but should come of a family
that shows uniformity of breeding.

e should also come of a strain
that I8 known to be prolifie. It is &
loslng gume to keep a sow a whole
year that ralses but six or seven pigs
in that time, Thin is often done and
the fault 18 not always on the female
alde of the house,

The strain that has no two pigs
allke, that farrows small, weak litters,
that he lacking vital rgegedness.
should be shunned with all poxsible
cnre.

STERILIZED SOIL
FOR THE FLOWERS

Destroys All Vegetable and Ani-
mal Life, Keeping Out Weeds

and Worms.
few persons, are Aware that the
soll used by !lolslsw for filling windov

boxes and Nower pots 18 sterilized.
This Is not dope to kill the germs,
but to destroy all vegetable and anl-
mal life In the soil, wo that the weeds
will not be springing up along with
the flowers, and worms eating thelr
wany throngh the wooden boxes.

The sterilizing plant consist of n
large bin, with steampipes running
Along
these pipes there are holes every
few Inches, -

The soll, which Is sod, plowed up
and left to decay for a yvar, Is
dumped in. Then the gteam Is turned
on for half an hour. At the end of
that time the process is completed.

“It's glmple enough,” sald & green-
house mun, “but one thing has to be
nvolded, If the soll s heated too
much It becomes useless. Bome of
the elements are deglroyed by oxces
slve heat."—E. V. B,

EASY METHOD FOR
KILLING GOPHERS|

Piece of Parsnip, Baited With
Strychnine, Will Prove Quite
Effectual.

By JACKSON TAYLOR.)

‘Whenever 1 find fresh dirt throwl
out py a gopher 1 uncover the hole and®
tako u ploce of parsnip about one Ineh’
long, cut a circular plece out of one
end, serape some of the parsnlp up in
the bottom, then mix as muech strych.
ulne with It as can be taken up on
the point of a large penknife, put the
tlreular plece back and the balt is
ready

| then put the balt In the hole, push-
Ing It back a foot or more, and loave
the hole open. Now Mr. Gopher will
always come oui and stop up the hole,
for he does not ke the light, the
parsnip 18 a great temptation to him,
ind he eats [, stops the hole, and
sepls his grave

Somoetimes there muy be the second
gopher in the run, but not often, I
have never falled to get the gopher,
and | think It tends to keep others off,
for 1 have been troubled but litle
'_ pluce using this plan




